
DESIGN THE SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE IDEA COMPETITION

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
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The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
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disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
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2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
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• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.
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continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
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• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
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competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.
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which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.
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• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.
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• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.

DESIGN THE SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE IDEA COMPETITION
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS





05

1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

: RÖNESANS HOLDİNG A.Ş.
: (216) 430 64 44
: sgt@ronesans.com

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.
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1. Purpose of the Competition
At a company that is aware of the conscious approach this day and age call for with regards to the environment and our 
planet, we continue to ideate for sustainable projects in this innovation-driven, changing world. At Rönesans, we are of 
the belief that a sustainable future can only be achieved with the generations that will live it. Acting with our trust in the 
power of continuous learning, team work, idea exchange and solidarity, we are organizing the seventh edition of our 
annual Design the Sustainable Future Competition with a view to getting to know the young people who will be the 
architects of Turkey’s future and collectively ideate on the blueprint of tomorrow.
 
The pandemic, which has taken not only our country but the entire globe by storm for about a year, started a chain 
reaction of radical transformation in our lifestyles and habits.
This crisis caused people to review and re-evaluate their relationships and the concept of space, which showed us how 
valuable many aspects of our old lives that we took for granted actually were. 
 
This process has affected the life as we know it, leading to major readjustment efforts in education, healthcare, housing, 
work and tourism with the digital world taking center stage in our lives.  

With our lives entirely transformed, it is only a matter of time that the designs of the spaces where we live follow suit. 
Social life must not be abandoned as we continue physically isolating ourselves.

While we all hope that this is only temporary, it is a fact that such pandemics may occur in the future. In this context, the 
main goal is to ensure a sustainable, normal way of living while fighting this virus. It was imperative that the spaces had 
to be redesigned to allow for transformation. We have realized that both private and public spaces need to be able to 
accommodate rapidly changing conditions such as pandemics. 

As part of our competition calling university students, who are the professionals of the future, to focus on the concept of 
sustainability, we expect the contestants to come up with designs that include innovative, functional, economical and 
flexible solutions for spaces that adopt the principles of sustainability, can adapt to the change ensuing from the 
pandemic and can be transformed to accommodate a post-pandemic setting. We believe that students from various 
disciplines who will compete in our idea competition will take their vision and knowledge on “sustainability” and “Living 
Spaces Changing with the Pandemic” to the next level by participating in the competition.

2. Type and Form of the Competition
It is an idea competition that can be attended by Turkish or foreign undergraduate and graduate students studying in 
the departments of Architecture and Engineering. The working languages of the competition are Turkish and English.

3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition
Contestants participating in the competition must fulfill the following conditions. Each contestant within a group must 
fulfill all conditions.

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying in the Architecture and Engineering departments of universities in 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Europe as well as those who will graduate from said departments in 
2021.

• The competition is open to students in all class standings of the above-mentioned departments.

• Teams may not include professionals.

• Contestants may participate in the competition individually or as a team of up to 5 people. Contestants must be either 
continuing their undergraduate or graduate studies or graduating in 2021 within the period starting from the date of 
application until the project submission date.

• A stuent may only participate in the competition in one team.

• Students who have participated in the Design the Sustainable Future competition in previous years and did not receive 
an award can apply to the Design the Sustainable Future 2021 competition and submit their projects.

• The team leader must fill in the application form in the "Application" tab which can be found at ronesans.com/en/sus-
tainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/ on behalf of all the contestants who will participate in the 
competition until the application deadline. After the application process is completed, the team leader can add other 
members.

• Contestants shall;

• not be a first-degree relative of Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition, and of the Jury members, 
which prepare, execute, finalize or approve the competition procedures.

• have no connections with the Jury members and the team organizing the competition.

• not have been involved in any part of the work carried out by the Jury.

• not be in charge of preparing, executing, finalizing and approving any competition procedures within Rönesans 
Holding, the organizer of the competition.

• In order to participate in the competition, the applicants must be students or have obtained an undergraduate or 
graduate degree within 2021 at the latest.

• All participants shall fulfill all conditions stated in the Competition Specifications.

Teams that do not fulfill these conditions shall be disqualified even if they submit their projects.

4. Documents Provided to Contestants
• Competition Specifications (PDF)

• Competition Description Report Draft (WORD)

5. Subject and Scope of the Competition
The theme of our competition for 2021 is "Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic", with the overarching theme 
"Sustainability” as it has been since its inception.

The pandemic has revealed the need to change architectural spaces and buildings to ensure a healthy and sustainable 
way of living in all areas such as education, healthcare, housing, work, tourism, social and public life. During this process, 
the digital world has also increased its footprint in our lives.

In order to ensure a sustainable healthy life during the pandemic, a life in physical isolation ensued from the pandemic 
and the need to coexist that is inherent in human nature should be considered together. The main subject of the compe-
tition is designing spaces that change with the pandemic and can transform after the pandemic in accordance with the 
principles of sustainability. 

 The functions of the subject of the competition, which are detailed below, are categorized under 3 main headings: 
“Housing Areas, Working Areas, Social Areas”.

Scope of the Competition

Contestants shall create designs for the area of their choice based on the 3 main function headings in line with the 
theme "Living Spaces Changing by Pandemic". If there are other functions they wish to add, they can do so. 

1-Housing Areas: Contestants should make new spatial designs with a view to ensuring a sustainable, healthy living for a 
life in isolation and transformation that are now part of our lives due to the pandemic. The new design approach may be 
supported with technology, engineering and landscaping as well as architecture. (Ventilation, hygienic areas, uv filter 
areas and technological changes may also be included.) (For example, designs of UV or ventilated spaces in vaccination 
centers where we leave our clothes and personal our belongings prior to entering.) 

2-Social Areas; The social need to coexist will be reframed against the backdrop of the pandemic. These redesigned 
spaces shall have the flexibility to function properly both during and after the pandemic. Contestants have full freedom 
in how they incorporate the social activity sub-function into their design. 

3- Working Areas; Working life, which is key for a sustainable life, now has a new dimension due to the pandemic. During 
this period, many people worked from home. By evaluating this situation, new ideas and designs shall be created about 
how a working life will look like under the conditions of the pandemic while maintaining a sustainable way of living.  
(Production on terrace roofs, use of houses as offices, e-commerce, etc.)

6. Area of the Competition
The area of the competition shall be determined by the contestants.

The criteria for determining the area of the competition, which will be approached holistically, including its social, 
economic and cultural aspects, are as follows;

• Areas to be determined must be located in or around a city center within the borders of provinces of Turkey and 
the Netherlands. Project areas located in quarters, sub-districts, towns, villages and neighborhoods outside the 
city and district centers shall not be accepted.

• Project areas may not be agricultural lands or natural habitats.

• Green areas or trees inside the project area, if any, shall be protected.

• No streams should pass through the project area. However, you can choose a river bank as the project area as 
long as you do not interfere with the water source.

• The project area may be by the sea.

• The competition area must be between 3,000 m² and 15,000 m².

• The competition area may be flat or have a gradient of up to 10%.

• Areas with idle structures or structures suitable for demolition in the city center may also be designated as 
competition areas.

• If contestants choose a historical site, they are expected to respect the historical identity of that area. However, 
the contestants are expected to design a contemporary project if they are to work in or near this area.

• The contestants shall share the satellite images and coordinates of the area they choose.

• The contestants must show the north for the area they choose.

7. Competition Categories
The winners of the "Design the Sustainable Future - Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic" competition shall be 
awarded the following five special awards in addition to the First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, Honorable Mention and 
Special RGY award. Ten awards will be awarded in total. Prize money for each award is specified in article 14. Analyses, 
innovative ideas, technologically innovative solutions, detail solutions, visuals and social themes incorporated into the 
processes of determining the area and scope of the competition shall also be taken into consideration for special 
categories. The award categories are as follows.

Urban Development and Gentrification Award

A city is a human settlement shaped by the natural environment and cultural activities. Sustainability and urban devel-
opment are inseparable from each other. The contestants are expected to identify the environmental, economic and 
social needs of the project area, as well as its spatial identity, historical and cultural texture and to deliver human-centric 
solutions. Moreover, public transport is one of the key components of sustainability in a city. For this reason, the contest-
ants are expected to identify how the interaction between their project area and the project they will develop in this area 
and the pedestrians/vehicles and public transport vehicles within and around that area will change and transform.

As per the subject of the competition, the subjects mentioned above shall be considered as a whole and evaluated in this 
category.

Innovative idea award

An innovative idea can solve a problem, prevent future problems or prevent the problem at hand from causing new 
problems.
What completes environmentally friendly structures and makes them sustainable is the systemic solutions incorporated 
into their design. Within the scope of the subject determined for the competition, innovative systemic solutions are 
expected to ensure the sustainability of the structure, generate solutions addressing potential problems, and prevent the 
emergence of a new problem. The solutions are expected to be incorporated into the project starting from the design 
phase to address one or all of the phases that follow, from application to operation.

Best practice and detail solution award

In the construction industry, calculating costs after the design phase is the traditional method of starting a project. 
Projects where sustainability is at the center of all the phases of planning and production, starting from the idea phase, 
have an important place in the construction industry. Accordingly, material quality, cost and time are the three key 
aspects of project management. In addition, best detail solution is directly related to these three aspects and is pivotal 
for a sustainable application. Within the framework of the main subject, the projects shall be analyzed for whether 
quality, cost and time aspects are appropriately utilized in delivering detail solutions and be evaluated in this category.

Visual Design Award

The presentation sheets of the projects developed for the competition shall be evaluated. The projects featuring a 
coherent collection of presentation elements such as plans, digital images, sketches, collages, texts, colors shall be 
evaluated.

Social Sustainability Award

One of the key issues in social life is ensuring a sustainable social coexistence. Within the scope of the subject of the 
competition, the design that provides the best social sustainability solution will be awarded.

8. Documents Required from Contestants

Presentations on the subject of the competition are expected to be delivered visually and in writing. Details of the 
drawing, description report and presentation video expected from the contestants are as follows;

Teams should submit their idea projects as a maximum of two 70x100 cm, landscape-oriented posters, in PDF or JPEG 
format (any more documents submitted shall not be evaluated).

• The contestants have full freedom in their choices of drawing techniques and colors. Each scale representation is 
expected to be understandable and include the details required.

• For streamlining the exhibition process, the contestants are expected to write the sheet number in the lower right-hand 
corner and their group name in the upper right-hand corner of all the sheets to be submitted.

• The upper left-hand corner of the presentation sheets to be submitted should read “2021 - Rönesans Holding Design the 
Sustainable Future-Living Spaces Changing with the Pandemic Student Idea Competition”.

• The north must be specified in the presentation sheets.

• The description report that includes the project area information, design principles, evaluations, ideas presented and 
the result should consist of a maximum of two A4 size, portrait-oriented pages and be submitted in PDF or WORD format.

• The texts in the description report and the texts in the presentation sheet should be related to one another. The 
presentation sheet may not include any information other than those in the description report.

• The description report template was provided to the contestants in WORD format. The contestants should finalize the 
description report after filling in all the fields in this template in full.

• The contestants are expected to provide the ideas that they generated as part of the special award categories and 
their details in the description report in writing. The teams ideating for this category may submit a description form that 
is more than two pages. The contestants are expected to describe the details of their application method, cost sheet and 
material procurement processes of their project.

• The presentation video may include only the information provided in the description report and in the presentation 
sheet. The presentation video may not have any shots with people in them.

• The presentation video is expected to be no longer than one minute (60 seconds).

• One member of the team participating in the competition may do the voice over for the video featuring the project 
visuals with a sound design consisting only of the voice over by the narrator. No contestant may appear in the video and 
the narrator may not state their own name or the names of other contestants. The presentation video shall only serve as 
a means to describe the project.

• Contestants may also make an animation that describes their project instead of a presentation video and add a voice 
over to it.

• Copies of the projects may be sent to Rönesans Holding as a CD in an envelope by courier (the CD may be sent along-
side the envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• The two posters on the CD should be 70x100 cm (max. 300 dpi), printable and in PDF - TIFF or PSD format.

• The students participating in the competition are required to upload the most recent student certificate they obtained 
from their universities and the signed version of the letter of application on the last page of the specifications to the 
system (Documents uploaded to the system must also be sent within 10 days following the project submission date in an 
ID envelope specified in "9. Contestant ID Envelope").

• Contestants are required to provide a group name made up of letters or numbers. The name of the group shall not 
include any words that might be of a guiding nature, such as a university name, for that would breach the principles of 
equality and privacy. Projects by groups whose name has a guiding content shall be disqualified.

9. ID Folder
The contestants shall submit the electronic versions of the following documents in a folder that bears the project title 

written with capital letters:

• Their most recent student certificates

• A letter of application which states that the competition conditions have been agreed to by the contestants whose 
information is contained therein and is signed by the team leader (the letter of application on the last page of the 
competition specifications may be used).

If contestants are participating as a team, they shall designate a team leader and each team member shall submit their 
student certificate. The ID folder shall be uploaded to the system and shall include the letter of application signed by the 
team leader.

10. Competition Process and Management
• The official website of the competition shall be “ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-fu-
ture-competition/” designed by Rönesans Holding specifically for the competition. All updates regarding the competi-
tion shall be announced on this website.

• The teams shall register on this website to upload their projects.

• The teams shall submit their projects in the form of a maximum of two 70x100 cm presentation sheets, a Description 
Report of up to two A4 size pages and a presentation video not exceeding one minute.

• Their projects shall be collected in a cloud system that provides 100 mb of space for uploads.

• Presentation sheets, description report and presentation video should be uploaded under the relevant sections speci-
fied on the system.

• Uploaded files shall only be viewed by the team organizing the competition.

• Rönesans Holding undertakes to ensure the impartiality of the competition jury by hiding the names of all candidates 
until the final evaluation stage. No personal information received during registration shall be linked to the projects until 
the final jury decision.

• Even if the result of the competition is finalized, Rönesans Holding shall publish the competition report upon the decision 
of the management team.

• Winning projects shall be announced on the website with the team name.
 

11. The Rules Contestants Are Obliged to Follow
The rules contestants are obliged to follow are as follows;

• Each team or contestant can participate in the competition with only one project proposal.

• Each contestant can only take part in one team.

• The teams whose applications have been approved must have uploaded their projects to the cloud system before 
the submission deadline that is stated in the specifications.

• The teams shall not use any phrases or signs in their project and/or report that identify the project owner and/or 
indicate the project owner’s university.

• The teams are required to register online by uploading the required documents at "ronesans.com/en/sustainabil-
ity/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/", a website opened for the Design the Sustainable Future Student 
Competition.

• The applicants should be a student as per the criteria specified in section "3. Conditions of Participation in the 
Competition”.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any project submitted with a sign indicating the owner of the project anywhere 
on the presentation sheets, description report and presentation video.

• The contestants are required to scan their student certificate (student certificate of each team member) and a 
signed copy of the letter of application found on the last page of the specifications and upload them to the online 
system as PDF or JPEG.

• Persons who share defamatory, unethical, false statements about the competition and Rönesans Holding (the 
organizer) that may affect the course of the competition and/or the jury decision on the Internet or in the print 
media, or the teams of which the person sharing such statements is a member shall be disqualified even if they win 
an award.

• Projects submitted to the competition organized by Rönesans Holding require Rönesans Holding’s approval before 
they may be published on the Internet.

• Rönesans Holding shall disqualify any contestant in case of non-compliance with any of the provisions contained 
in section “3. Conditions of Participation in the Competition” of the competition specifications.

The projects of groups that do not comply with the above-mentioned criteria shall be disqualified upon the decision of 
the Jury and Rönesans Holding, the organizer of the competition.

12. Questions and Answers
Contestants can send their questions about the competition to the competition team by filling in the required fields on 
the "Contact Us" web page. All answers shall be sent to the contestants who ask questions by e-mail and also be 
published on the official website of the contest in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Projects shall be evaluated against the following criteria and according to the categories applied. 

• Concept/Design – 30%
• Functional Solutions – 30%
• Sustainable Solutions – 30% 
• Clarity of description report – 5%
• Presentation (Understandability of the project) – 5%

 14. Awards
Design the Sustainable Future Awards
First Prize                                    TRY 20,000
Second Prize                             TRY 16,000
Third Prize                               TRY 14,000
Honorable Mention                      TRY 10,000
Special RGY                                 TRY 10,000
Urban Development & Gentrification                  TRY 10,000
Innovative Idea & Detail Solution                          TRY 10,000
Best Practice                                TRY 10,000
Visual Design                              TRY 10,000
Social Sustainability                                           TRY 10,000

Rönesans shall prioritize the internship and Pusula applications of winning contestants.

If a group project wins a prize, the total prize money shall be distributed equally to the group members and transferred to 
each member’s bank account opened in their name.

Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the amount and number of competition prizes. Changes, if any, shall be 
announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

15. Competition Timeline
 
Competition Application Start Date: March 1, 2021
Application Deadline: May 23, 2021
Jury Evaluation: May 31 – June 1, 2021 
Sürdürülebilir Geleceği Tasarla 2021 Webinar - Final Results: June 3, 2021
 
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the competition timeline. Any changes regarding the award ceremony 
and its date shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

16. Information about the Organizer of the Competition
The competition shall be organized by Rönesans Holding A.Ş.. The contact information of the Sustainability Department 
organizing the competition on behalf of Rönesans Holding is as follows.

 Phone Number and E-mail
Address of the Organizer of the 
Competition
 

17. Exhibition and Award Ceremony
Details of the exhibition and award ceremony shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sus-
tainable-future-competition/". Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the dates of the exhibition and award 
ceremonies due to force majeure.

18. Jury
The Jury members shall be announced on the website.
Rönesans Holding reserves the right to make changes in the Selection Committee membership due to force majeure. 
Changes, if any, shall be announced at "ronesans.com/en/sustainability/design-the-sustainable-future-competition/".

19. Miscellaneous

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to request the original documents submitted during the application from the 
contestants, if necessary.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to cancel the competition at any stage before the results of the competition are 
announced. In this case, Rönesans Holding undertakes that the submitted projects shall not be used.

• It is the sole responsibility of the contestants to deal with the legal aspects of obtaining the copyright of the project 
stated to be their own and to ensure that they are the copyright holder of the project.

• Any legal issues arising from the submission of unoriginal projects are solely the legal responsibility of the contestants.

• Award-winning projects require Rönesans Holding’s approval before they may be published on the Internet. In the 
contrary case, Rönesans Holding has the right to withdraw the award. The contestants are solely responsible for any 
problems that may arise.

• Rönesans Holding reserves the right to change the specifications. The changes, if any, shall be announced on the 
Internet with the updated specifications.

• All contestants who sign the letter of application on the last page of the competition specifications shall be deemed to 
have accepted the specifications, conditions of participation in the competition and the jury’s decisions.

• Rönesans Holding A.Ş. reserves the right to change the provisions of the specifications.

DESIGN THE SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE IDEA COMPETITION
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS





11

Rönesans Holding A.Ş.
Design the Sustainable Future 

Student Competition

We participated in the Design the Sustainable Future Interuniversity Student Competition organized by Rönesans Holding 
A.Ş. as the .......... Team consisting of ...... people.
 We hereby consent to the publication of the visuals of our project for which we received an award as a result of the 
evaluation of the competition jury, our written statements on the description report thereof and all the content and 
visuals approved by Rönesans Holding A.Ş. in all kinds of printed documents, for all kinds of activities, on all kinds of 
websites, social media platforms or similar platforms, including the competition booklet to be prepared by Rönesans 
Holding A.Ş. and/or its group companies, and accept, declare and undertake that we transfer all the rights thereof 
(processing, modification, combination, duplication, dissemination, representation, symbols, stickers and licensing of 
these visuals for the purposes of advertising, promotion and marketing activities across all kinds of media and on the 
Internet, as well as for the packing of any product or service, including but not limited to the right of communication to 
the public for using audio and/or video broadcast devices for the aforementioned purposes for an indefinite period of 
time, without content limitations) to Rönesans Holding A.Ş. free of charge.

MEMBER #1
Name Surname        :
TR ID No                          :
Name of University     :
Department        :
Phone Number        :
E-mail                         :

Signature

MEMBER #2
Name Surname        :
TR ID No                          :
Name of University     :
Department        :
Phone Number        :
E-mail                         :

Signature

MEMBER #3
Name Surname        :
TR ID No                          :
Name of University     :
Department        :
Phone Number        :
E-mail                         :

Signature

MEMBER #5
Name Surname        :
TR ID No                          :
Name of University     :
Department        :
Phone Number        :
E-mail                         :

Signature

MEMBER #4
Name Surname        :
TR ID No                          :
Name of University     :
Department        :
Phone Number        :
E-mail                         :

Signature

Kind regards,

......................................................... Team Leader

Name Surname

Signature
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